
 
St. James Church, Alpine, Celebrates 

One Hundred Years  

 

The celebration of one hundred years of 

dedication and service by the St. James 

Church community on Sunday, April 26, 

was an occasion of great rejoicing.  A 

congregation of over 75 people gathered 

from across the Big Bend and the Dio-

cese of the Rio Grande, including clergy, 

family and parishioners of the Diocese of 

the Rio Grande who traveled from San 

Antonio, TX as well as Albuquerque, 

Carlsbad, and Roswell, NM.  The Right 

Rev. William C. Frey, Assisting Bishop 

and retired Bishop of Guatemala and 

Colorado, exhorted us to live and ac-

knowledge the key fact and tenet of our 

faith, ñChrist is risen.ò  The description 

of St. James Church in a 1959 newspaper 

article as ñThe Missionerôs Paradiseò 

holds true today.  We thank all members 

of the congregation for their hospitality 

and contributions to our wider commu-

nity in this beautiful desert. 

 

 

St. Paulôs Church, Marfa, Hosts 

Southeast Deanery Meeting 

 

Just what is the deanery of the Diocese of 

the Rio Grande? Since the diocese ex-

tends from the Four Corners region to 

include all of New Mexico and southwest 

Texas west of the Pecos River, clergy of 

the diocese are organized into four re-

gions or deaneries to assist the bishop.  

St. Paulôs Church hosted the spring meet-

ing on Saturday, April 25.  Key attendees 

included the Very Reverend Canon Tho-

mas W. Grey, Area Dean.  Fort Davis 

resident, parishioner, and local historian 

Lonn Taylor enlivened the collegial 

meeting with an engaging history of the 

Big Bend. 

 

Thank you from Seth and Judy 

 

God does not engineer tragic events, but He makes himself available to help us get 

through them.  We have not only been overwhelmed by recent events culminating in our 

house fire and loss of seven beloved dogs, we have been overwhelmed by the outpour-

ing of prayers, love and support from members of the Big Bend Mission, our family, 

our friends, and people we hardly know.  Never has the love of God been more avail-

able to us through the tender care of so many wonderful people.  We feel like we are 

being swept along in a tide of tragedy that is nevertheless filled with hope and love.  

Even in events of this magnitude we are discovering the truth of the old saying that 

ñWhen God seems to close a door, a window is bound to open to a new and better 

place.ò  We are impossibly grateful to so many for so much.  Thank you from the  

bottom of our hearts.  
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June 15 Registration Deadline for  

Ennegram Retreat  

 

Suzanne Stabile, retreat director from the 

Life in the Trinity Ministry, will conduct 

this workshop.  Contact Aurie West at 

auriewest@sbcglobal.net or 432-729-4676.  

The cost is $75 per person. 

 

First Christian Church on the Courthouse 

Square, Marfa 

August 7, Friday evening 4:40 PM-8 PM 

August 8, Saturday 7:30 AM to 8:20 PM 

Temporary Editor for Circuit Rider ï New Editor Sought 

 After five productive years, Seth is gratefully giving the newsletter up so that 

he and Judy can deal with being technically ñhomelessò and the tasks of cleaning up 

after their house fire and arranging for a new place to live.  This issue of the Circuit 

Rider does not contain a calendar; the calendar is scheduled to return in the next issue. 

 As a temporary measure, Betsy Burns and her husband Josh will take on the 

Circuit Rider newsletter.  Please consider volunteering for this vital role in the Big 

Bend Mission.  Betsy and Josh would love to hear from you with your suggestions 

and support for the newsletter.  Contact Betsy at ekburns@asu.edu or 432-729-4686. 

The Circuit Rider Goes to Email  

 Our next newsletter issue will be sent by email attachment to everyone on the 

Big Bend Episcopal Mission mailing list who gives an email address, about half the 

members.   Our goal is to send the newsletter quickly through electronic communica-

tion and, as an added benefit, to avoid mailing and printing costs so that your generous 

BBEM contributions are used well.  If you wish to opt out of email delivery, let Seth 

know at seth@equimax.com 
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